[Anaesthesia for canine caesarean section - an evidence-based approach].
In recent years, several new studies on anaesthesia for caesarean section have been published. This paper refers to these and ground-breaking research on risk factors affecting the puppies. Based on the available evidence, a recommendation for an anaesthetic procedure is given and in addition, alternatives are discussed. Induction with propofol or alfaxalone and maintenance by inhalation anaesthesia appears to be the method with the least risk. Intraoperatively, an adequate and low-risk analgesia is achieved by an epidural anaesthesia. Opioids allow an adequate maternal pain management after delivery of the puppies as well as postoperatively. A stabilisation of the dam before induction and an optimised oxygen supply are additional basal requirements.